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Goodness me what a very busy 2 months we have had since my last ‘chat’! 
 
Sweeney Todd was absolutely amazing.  Everyone worked extremely hard show week and 
to everyone I would like to say a very big ‘THANK YOU’ including all of you who came to 
support us, it truly was a real ‘whole company’ effort that made it the success it was and 
such an enjoyable and positive experience. 
 
I think my lasting memory of the week will be my trips to Crawley for the dry ice, particularly 
the first one when the man came running out to the car and said ‘did I remind you to have 
your windows open on the way home?  If you don’t you may be asphyxiated!’  Lucky 
escape but it was very cold and noisy so we remembered to take extra layers to wear on 
the next 2 occasions. Good luck to whoever does the run for Beauty �  
 
No sooner had we finished Sweeney than we were into rehearsals for auditions for Beauty. 
We had 16 new faces at the first rehearsal and have gained several new members.  It is 
also really great to see everyone who has come back who didn’t wish to be in Sweeney. 
 
Beauty is now fully cast and well into rehearsals, in fact we have virtually finished blocking 
Act 2!  The pace is very fast but everyone is rising to the challenge and the production team 
is very pleased with how things are going. 
 
The Dickensian Christmas weekend in Rochester was absolutely brilliant.  About 17 of us 
took part singing Carols.  The weather was kind apart from the third performance on the 
Saturday, when it rained, but we persevered at the risk of our words disappearing from the 
song sheets (which, if I’m honest I could barely see anyway as it was dark and my glasses 
were too modern!).  The atmosphere was amazing and the response to our leaflets was 
very encouraging so let’s hope we will have sold some tickets on the strength of them. 
 
May I say I have enjoyed my first 6 months as your chair, despite it being much harder 
work than I could ever have imagined and I am looking forward to the next 6 months. Thank 
you all for your support.  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 
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Subs for the year ahead should now have been paid so if you still need to pay please 
speak to a member of the committee. 
 
We have now worked out the show fee for Beauty and the Beast which will be £45 for 
adults and £25 for children, and will need to be paid as soon as possible.  To ease the 
expense of Christmas we will happily accept part payments during December and January. 
 
If you have any suggestions of fund raising activities, shows you would like to perform 
during 2011, places we can put our Beauty and the Beast banners (don’t be rude!) or know 
of any businesses that would love to advertise in our programme please speak to a 
member of our committee. 
 
Bags are on sale for Beauty, you have a choice of red, black or white and they only cost £4. 
 
Tickets are now on sale but as The Brook Theatre are in the process of installing new 
seating can you please place all orders direct with us and remember when you do we get to 
keep the commission.  Every little helps!  (Thanks Tesco) 
 
Also we have Beauty and the Beast children’s auditions on the 7th January at the United 
Reformed Church and a colouring competition that will be shown on the back of our 
programme. Please speak to a member of the committee for more information. 
 
It’s a tough job being a committee member and any help we can get from our members is 
truly appreciated. 
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